"Inflation, as the means of bringing to life the subjects of an excessive employment of anaesthetics, has been of no benefit except in the cases where it has been used immediately after the cessation of respiration, rarely after the heart has ceased to beat. It is necessary also that inflation should be continued ?with perseverance and energy, until the normal and spontaneous movements of respiration are fully established.
"It has been remarked, also, that under the influence of anaesthesia the nervous centres and spinal marrow, having become insensible to the touch, are also insensible to the stimulus of the galvanic pile, but the agitation produced by galvanism speedily exhausts the remaining nervous irritability, which very seldom is sufficient to react upon the phrenic nerves to a degree required to establish normal respiration.
"Autopsies have also established that chloroform accumulates in the lungs, but particularly in large quantities in the brain, all parts of which disengage a strong odor of this anaesthetic, which seems to prove that this organ is the place of election of the agent, of which the deadly effects are in proportion to the quantity of the vapor respired."
A discussion followed as to the best method of inflating the lungs in the case in question, it being contended that it was a very difficult thing to do; one member suggesting tracheotomy as the only sure method, and another inquiring how it was possible to introduce the sound into the larynx.
"M. Ferrier replied, that daily experience proves that inflation is less difficult than it is thought to be, and that air blown in by the nasal passages penetrates to the lungs. To introduce the sound, the instrument having been passed to the upper part of the pharynx, it is easy to raise the glottis and slip it into the larynx.
The conclusions of the report were adopted.
